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Council Meeting No. 264 Minutes 

 

Time: 5.05pm (QLD Time); Date: 21st November 2018 by Teleconference 

1. Present: David Phelps, Don Burnside, Megan Munchenberg, Bob Shepherd, Dionne Walsh, Andrew 
Ash (part meeting only), & Cathy Waters (part meeting only). 
 
Apologies: Angus Whyte 
 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting:   
 
Motion: That the minutes of Council Meeting No. 263 held on the 12th September 2018 by 
teleconference be approved.   

Moved: Don Burnside Seconded: Dionne Walsh    Carried 
 

3. Business arising from the minutes:  
 
A. ARS Strategic Plan  

a. Circulate Strategic Planning notes from Port Augusta to Council members Done 
b. Organise Airbnb in Brisbane for Friday evening the 12th & Saturday 13th October. Obtain 

Airbnb details from Wendy Phelps. Done 
B. The RMN – Current list of other organisations that publish rangelands relevant material to be sent to 

ARS Council members for input. List is to be finalised by the Strategic Planning meeting in Brisbane 
in mid-October. Done (but still need some addresses) Send list to Noelene Duckett. (Bob to action)   

C. 2025 IRC bid  
a. Request that Dana’s letter be revamped as new information comes available and that it be 

submitted for the November edition. Letter also to go out on social media immediately. To be 
clarified (Bob to action) 

b. A meeting outside ARS Council is required within the next month to progress the bid and 
enlist additional people. An email has been sent which enlisted some interest, however 
some replies are still to be received. Carol Ireland is not available to coordinate a panel. 
John Gavin is to be approached.  (David to action) 

c. Ecological Society of Australia has close links with the ARS, therefore could be a possible 
partner organisation for the 2025 IRC bid 

d. Adelaide Convention Centre – a report on the possible convention centres for IRC 2025 
(including Adelaide) has been written and details presented at this meeting, copy to be 
circulated to ARS Council members. (David to action) 

D. International Year of Rangelands & Pastoralists  
a. Dana to be advised of ARS Council support for IYRP Done 
b. A letter of support from ARS was not written as the secretary could not meet the due date. 

However an ARS application for accreditation to contribute to the UN Environmental 
Assembly (UNEA) if submitted and approved by the 30th November, will enable Dana Kelly 
to address the UN assembly. 
Motion: That the ARS apply for accreditation to allow participation in the UN Environmental 
Assembly. 
 Moved: Don Burnside  Seconded: Megan Munchenberg  Carried   
 (Don to action) 

E. ARS awards – Don Burnside produced a draft for a new category of award for those who have 
given outstanding service to the rangelands. Presentation of these awards could either be at the 
ARS Biennial Conferences, or in the recipient’s local community at any time by the closest state 
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ARS Council member. Additional comments on the draft are needed. The draft is to be finalized by 
the February 2019 council meeting. (Don to action) 

F. Role Statements for Publications Committee Members All role statements are finalised and up 
to date. 

G. Congratulatory letter to Port Augusta ARS Conference Organising Committee – done. Plus 
David Phelps thanked John Gavin and Kate Forest in person at the National Landcare Conference 
in Brisbane in September.  

H. Updating the 1984 book “Management of Australia’s Rangelands” – A copy of Ron Hacker’s 
email on costs was sent to ARS Council members. No further action.  

I. Paid ARS Life Membership – Logistics of proposal were developed at the Strategic Planning 
meeting in Brisbane 12th – 13th October and draft guidelines have been completed and circulated 
to Council by Don Burnside. 
Comments from Council members included:- 

 A flatter subscription structure is needed for younger members 
 Subscriptions for paid life members could be handled on a case by case basis 
 It needs to be determined if the proposal is being developed for financial or membership 

reasons (or both) 
 A list of pros and cons is needed 
 Highlight to members that the subscription is fully tax deductible 
 The option of automatic deduction to pay subscriptions could be an option 

 The guidelines are to be re-worked in light of the points above and reported back to Council by the 
2019 AGM (Don to action) 

J. ARS Conference Canberra 2019 
a. It was felt by Council that the budgeted profit of $20,000 was too low and that it should be 

possible to at least match the profit made at the Port Augusta conference. This is to be 
raised with Mark Stafford-Smith Done  

b. Suggested breakeven registration numbers are to be sent to the Organising Committee 
(Don to action) 

c. The conference venue is still under construction; therefore conference dates can’t be locked 
in as bookings can’t be made. 

d. A face to face meeting is planned for early December to sort out media issues, dates, 
program, keynote speakers, venue, field tours, sponsors & conference organisers. 

e. Suggestion by Gus Whyte (email) that a bus be organized to bring graziers from droughted 
areas to Canberra for the conference. 

f. Draft conference program to be sent to Noelene Duckett to go into the next RMN (November 
edition, or following edition)  

g. Mark Stafford-Smith & Graciela Metternicht have been out of the country a lot in recent 
times, so progress with organising the conference has been intermittent. 

h. Ecological Society of Australia (ESA) conference will be held in October/November 2019; 
Cathy Waters was approached to consider a "Rangelands" Symposium and suggested that 
ARS may like to host this. A number of themes were suggested and included carbon farming 
and total grazing pressure. Contact person is Perpetua Turner University of Tasmania. ARS 
to develop a proposal for ESA to hold a rangelands themed symposium. (Cathy to action) 
Details of Melinda McHenry an ARS member at the University of Tasmania, to be sent to 
Cathy Waters. (Don to action)   

K. Mark Stafford-Smith Award – An article has been written for the RMN Done 
L. Underfunding of rangeland-based NRM groups – the draft letter has been re-written; David to 

send to Minister Littleproud (David to action) Final copy to be sent to ARS council members (Bob 
to action) 

M. Membership – A list of unpaid members was sent to respective ARS Council members to chase up. 
This produced some response Done 

N. CSIRO Publishing Contract - copy sent to Bob. Done 

O. Secretary’s ARS email A/C – redirected of ARS Secretary emails to Bob Shepherd’s home email 
account is still not happening. (Don to action) 

P. ARS Correspondence - Correspondence list is to include the author(s) of each item/email. Done 
Q. ARS Study & travel grants - Study and travel grants are to be promoted to members by social 

media and email. Done. Any applications received will be discussed at the February 2019 Council 
meeting. 
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R. Publications Committee Recommendations 
a. e-RMN only membership – Council to wait for the outcome of Zym Zen’s efforts to change 

the e-RMN only membership function. Ron Hacker and Russell Grant to advise ARS 
Council of the outcome with Zym Zen. If this change is not feasible, then Council will revisit 
the matter. This item is covered in the Publications Committee report section 6.3c. There is 
still an issue with ZymZen. 

b. Social Media Editor – write letter offering Sarah Moles the editor’s position and advise PC 
Done David Phelps to send letter of offer to Sarah Moles and mention that Heidi Wright is 
available to support Sarah for one month. Heidi is to be remunerated for this extra month. 
(David to action) 

S. FAO draft review report - “A Case of Benign Neglect – Knowledge gaps about sustainability in 
rangelands and pastoralism” to be sent to ARS Council members & John Taylor for comment. 
Comments on the paper by ARS Council members was forwarded to the author. Done  

T. Correct typo – Don Burnside’s name as seconder of the correspondence in minutes of meeting No. 
263 (Bob to action) 

 
4. Correspondence 

 

(See Appendix 1.) 
 

Motion: That the inwards correspondence be received & outwards endorsed. 

Moved: Bob Shepherd   Seconded: Don Burnside    Carried 

5. Business Arising from Correspondence 
 

 All business arising from the correspondence was dealt with in business from the minutes of the last 
meeting, or in the Finance, Membership and Publications Committee reports.  

 
6. Reports 
 

6.1 Membership Report (Don Burnside, Acting Membership Director) 
 

15th November 2018 
 
The summary 
 
There are 205 current paid up and complimentary members – termed as ‘active’ members.  Those 
members from 2017 who have not paid their membership have been shifted to the ‘inactive’ category. 
 
The detail 
 
Of the 193 members who were financial in 2017, 155 have renewed in 2018.  This means that 38 of those 
2017 members did not renew, which is disappointing.  However, their details are not lost and they can 
always re-join in the future – and we can encourage them to do so via email. 
 
We have recruited a number of new or re-joined paid members – 16 in total – through this year, which is 
encouraging.  Some of these people who have joined in the last month will have their membership carried 
through to the end of 2019. 
 
We have 34 complimentary members, being Editors of the Journal, RMN and Social media, the chair of the 
Publications Committee, Associate Editors and prize winners from conferences.  Seven of these 
complimentary members were prize winners at the RRR or ARS 2017 Conferences, and their 
complimentary memberships will expire at the end of 2018.  They will be encouraged to maintain their 
membership, with concessional registration at the ARS 2019 conference being an inducement. 
 
The number of Institutional Subscribers to the Journal has remained almost the same for several years.  
Although the Society does not benefit financially from their patronage, through the Journal, they provide the 
ARS with very wide exposure across the world. 
Membership at 15 November 
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Category 
Hardcopy 
Journal + 
RMN 

E-journal + RMN RMN only Total 

existing members paid 2018 101 37 17 155 

New or returned members to date in 
2018 

7 6 3 16 

Complimentary members for 2018 6 28 0 34 

ARS members 114 71 20 205 

Institutional subscribers 10 81 0 91 

Grand total 124 152 17 293 

 

Next year 
 
The good news is that we already have 61 members for 2019, being 27 on-going complimentary members, 
those 31 people who have paid for three year memberships in the past, and some recently joined new 
members (3) who will have their membership carried through to the end of 2019.  
  
For the remainder, we need to get renewal emails out either late in December or early in January.  There 
does not seem to be a case for increasing membership subscriptions, and we can use that as 
encouragement for people to renew.  The current subscription rates are shown on below. 

 

Category 

2019 subscriptions 

 

Three year subscription  

(2019-2021) 

Australia  

(incl GST 
International 

Australia 

(incl GST) 
International 

Standard Standard 

Hard copy Journal and e-RMN $145.00 $180 $415 $515 

Electronic Journal and e-RMN $110.00 $110 $315 $315 

Electronic RMN only $80.00 $80 $230 $230 

Concessional* Concessional* 

Hard copy Journal and e-RMN $125.00 $155 $355 $440 

Electronic Journal and e-RMN $100.00 $100 $285 $285 

Electronic RMN only $70.00 $70 $200 $200 

Company Company 

Hard copy Journal and e-RMN $190.00 $235 $540 $670 

Electronic Journal and e-RMN $135.00 $135 $385 $385 

Student   

Hard copy Journal and e-RMN $110.00 $140   

Electronic Journal and e-RMN $80.00 $80   

Electronic RMN only $55.00 $55   

 
Motion: That the membership report be accepted.  
 

Moved: Don Burnside    Seconded: Cathy Waters     Carried 
 
Discussion from membership report: nil 
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6.2 Financial Report (Don Burnside, Finance & Audit Officer) 
 
Overall financial situation for year ended 31 October 2018 
Our overall financial position for the year to date is shown in the below.  At 31 October, net assets were 
$139,850. 
 

INCOME 

Jan 1 to 
October 31, 
2018 (GST 

excl) 

Comments 

Total ARS Membership Income $15,805 22 members have not paid for 2018.  They have been shifted to the inactive group. 

Total Conference income $2,941 All 2017 conference income is now in 

Journal income (special issues and 
CSIRO dividends) 

$29,321 
RRR Special Issue (University of New England) - $16,600 
Northern Development Special Issue (CSIRO) - $10,000 

Interest income $592  

GST Refund from ATO $5,121  

Miscellaneous income   

TOTAL INCOME $53,780  

   

EXPENSES   

Bank service charges $496  

GST paid to ATO $2,724 Q1 2018 GST 

Professional fees $1,600 2017 Audit plus incidentals 

Marketing and promotion (website, travel 
grants, social media support) 

$4,957 Website and Social media (Jodie Ward, Noelene Duckett and Heidi Wright) 

Conference expenses $7,828 all 2017 conference costs are now in 

Journal expenses $18,182 
Full payment to CSIRO for publication of TRJ for calendar year 2018.  (honorarium 
of $4,000 to Editor in Chief (EiC) still to be paid) 

Newsletter costs  (Honorarium of $2500 paid in November 2018) 

Council costs $1,257 Webex and Chorus Call 

Corporate costs $694 High cost due to failure to lodge change of directors with ASIC 

Honoraria  $5,749 Publications Chair ($2,500), Book keeper ($2,750) plus minor operating expenses 

TOTAL EXPENSES $43,487  

   

PROFIT/ LOSS $10,293  

   

Balance of Accounts at 31 March 2018 Actual  

Operating Cheque Account 8347 $173  

Conference Account 8363 $15,059 will provide 'seed' funding for 2019 conference 

Savings Account 8721 $131,060  

Membership Account 3504 $58  

Total cash $146,350.00  

 

Outstanding accounts receivable and 
payable 

 
 

Honorarium owed to EiC -$4,000.00 for full year 2018 

Honorarium paid to RMN editor in 
November 2018 

-$2,500.00 for full year 2018 

Net assets $139,850.00  

 

Notes on financial Report 
 

 Membership income.  This is behind budget, with 22 paying members not paying for 2018.  Full 
paid members are 169, including those joining during the year. 
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 Journal income.  Income has been received for two special issues of the Journal (RRR and 
Northern Development), and for the 2017 Conference Special Issue which will be published early in 
2019.  We cannot expect further income from special issues until late 2019 at the earliest. 

 Marketing and promotion expenses.  Includes payments being made to Wright Social for posts on 
Social Media ($120/month) and a payment of $833 made to Noelene Duckett for her management 
of the website after Camilla Osborn’s resignation and before Russell Grant’s recent appointment.  
Jodie Ward was paid for her period at SME Editor.  Further payments made to Wright Social for 
providing social media and to Ron Hacker and Russell Grant for travel to Sydney for discussions 
with ZymZen. 

 Journal expenses.  Full year payment of $18,182 to CSIRO for publication of TRJ under the new 
contract.  This compares favourably with full year payment of $29,091 under the previous contract.  
Payment still to be made to Paul Novelly as Editor-in-Chief (EiC) ($4,000). 

 Newsletter Costs.  Payment of $2,500 to Noelene Duckett made in November 2018 (hence not 
shown in above numbers). 

 Council costs.  Significantly reduced costs for communications due to switch to Webex.   
 Corporate costs.  Represents fines paid to ASIC for Don’s late notification of change in Directors 

(resignation Carol, appointment Bob).  Mea Culpa. 
 Honoraria.  Payments have been made to Don Heylen (Book keeper) - $2,750 and Ron Hacker 

(Chair, Publications Committee) - $2,500. 
 Likely outcome for 2018.  Profit of $10,293 until the end of October 2018.  Major payments of 

$6,500 still be recognised (EiC plus Editor RMN), plus unknown payments for any travel or 
scholarship grants awarded to be accounted for, and initial payment to PCO for the Canberra 
Conference.  On this basis it is likely that ARS will make a modest loss for calendar year 2018 
(perhaps $4,000?). 

 
Motion: That the financial report be accepted and accounts passed for payment. 

 
Moved: Don Burnside Seconded: Cathy Waters    Carried 
 

Discussion from Finance Report: nil 
 
6.3 Publications Committee Report (21st November 2018) 

 

The Publications Committee (PC) met on 7 November, 2018. The following matters are forwarded for 
Council’s information and consideration.  
 

a. The Rangeland Journal 

 
Issue 6 of volume 40 is complete and will probably be published by the end of November. This will 
conclude a successful year for the journal for with the Editor in Chief, Paul Novelly, is to be commended. 
The journal has received 148 submissions in 2018 to date, compared with annual rates of 125-131 over the 
last five years. However, volume 40 will run to slightly over 600 pages and this may incur an excess page 
charge from CSIRO Publishing (at $110 inc. GST per page). Number of submissions could be expected to 
drop in future as the EiC has adopted a policy or using the ‘Major revision’ option for low quality 
manuscripts in preference to the ‘Reject and resubmit’ option where possible. If resubmitted after rejection, 
a revised manuscript is treated as a new submission which in a sense artificially inflates the number of 
submissions. 
 
The major issue currently facing the journal is the lack of a contacted special issue for the second half of 
2019. There is a good chance of concluding a contract with NSW DPI for a special issue on total grazing 
pressure management to fill this slot but further negotiations are required. A number of other special issues 
are under discussion, and proposals are likely to be forthcoming, but these are unlikely to be contracted in 
time for the 2019 time slot. 
 
A virtual issue entitled Grazing and Biodiversity – The Positive Side was published on-line in early 
November and is being promoted widely by CSIRO and the Society’s social media channels. (A virtual 
issue comprises papers on a particular theme drawn from previous issues of TRJ; the collation is made 
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available free on-line for a limited period. There was a very positive response to our first virtual issue in 
2017, with downloads occurring at about five times the usual rate). 
 
A small, voluntary English language editing group has been initiated to provide a service to non-English 
speaking authors, at the discretion of the Editor-in-Chief. The first paper to use the service - from China – is 
currently being processed. Experience with this type of service on a voluntary basis may eventually provide 
an opportunity for a fee-for-service operation run by the ARS. 
 
Council approved out-of-session the extension of Dr Paul Novelly’s term as Editor-in-Chief for a further 
three years, with the option for further extension. As of 7 November Dr Novelly had not been officially 
advised of this decision and I request that he be notified as soon as possible. 
 
Some of the journal’s voluntary editorial support staff have recently come to the end of their appointments. 
This included all eight Advisory Editors and eight Associate Editors. All have willingly accepted an 
extension of their term, some Associate Editors commenting that they enjoy working with the Editor-in-
Chief. This is a vote of confidence in both the journal and Paul Novelly. A challenge for ongoing 
management is to find ways to more actively engage the Advisory Editors and some suggestions discussed 
by PC will be implemented in the near future. 
 

b. Range Management Newsletter 

 

As usual the RMN continues to function under Noelene Duckett’s editorship with a minimum bother 
although good articles are always in short supply. The final issue for 2018 will be published in two to three 
weeks. A particular need is for information about the 2019 conference which will certainly need to be 
available for the first issue of 2019 if it cannot be provided for the current issue.  Finalisation of Council’s 
position on the discussion paper and recommendations submitted by PC is important for the further 
development of the RMN.   

c. ARS Web site 

 
Russell Grant is finding the web site easy to use and that the functionality for normal management is good. 
Noelene Duckett and Don Burnside have supported this assessment in relation to their areas of 
responsibility. However, communication with ZymZen on development or site maintenance issues 
continues to be poor. There are a number of outstanding matters that have not received timely attention. I 
will contact Janine Howard in the near future, after collating the issues which are of concern to the web site 
managers, and try to reach a resolution. It may be that ZymZen consider some of these matters to be 
outside the services that should provide for their annual hosting fee and I will explore with Janine if this is 
an issue. 
 

d. Social media 

 
Heidi Wright has maintained three posts per week to Facebook. The number of tweets (and retweets) has 
varied from 3-10 per week (average 6). We reach 3-4 times as many people by Twitter as we do by 
Facebook but the numbers reached are still relatively low. This is probably because we do not pay to 
‘boost’ our posts, as recommended in the recent review of social media activity. While the PC requires a 
report on social media activity for each meeting, and Heidi has provided a report on request (a simple 
listing of Facebook and Twitter statistics, without interpretation) it appears that she (reasonably) does not 
see this as part of her contracted services. A short report compiled to our requirements would involve extra 
cost and I have asked for a quote to provide this information.  
 
Council has approved the offer of the position of Social Media Editor to Sarah Moles but she has yet to 
advise if she will accept, pending the outcome of an application for a permanent position elsewhere. In the 
interim, Council has approved extension of the current arrangement with Wright Social until a permanent 
replacement is found. 
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e. General 

 
Dr Jocelyn Davies has resigned for the PC with immediate effect to take up an overseas posting. She has 
been a valued member of PC and brought much experience and insight to the committee’s discussions. 
 
The terms of two other members (Don Burnside and Andrew Ash) have recently expired and both have 
indicated that they will accept an extension for a further three years. 
 
Motion: That the Publications Committee report be accepted. 

Moved: Megan Munchenberg Seconded: Bob Shepherd    Carried 

 
Discussion from Publications Committee report: 
 

A. Social Media 
 
Motion: That the following recommendations in the Social Media report (Hacker & Wright, August 2018) 
plus additional recommendations 14 & 15 (below) be accepted and adopted by Council:- 
 

1. That the objectives for the Society’s social media activity remain unchanged. 
  

2. That the Social Media Engagement Strategy 2015-17 be updated for 2018-20, retaining the basic 
elements of the original strategy but incorporating those of the following recommendations which 
are accepted by Council. 
 

3. That Zym Zen be asked to provide detailed information on web site page usage on a regular basis 
(say 6-monthly). 
 

4. That the SME utilise current content from the web site (e.g. TRJ Abstracts, RMN articles) as a basis 
for social media posts as frequently as possible(consistent with Pillar 1 of the content strategy – 
ARS-centric stories). 
 

5. That the SME provide an abridged version of the current report format for each PC meeting. 
 

6. That the arrangement with Wright Social be reviewed in October 2018 and that PC (at its meeting 
on 7 November) make a recommendation to Council for decision at its November meeting 
 

7. That PC prepares a profile of ARS for submission to Wikipedia after Council approval. 
 

8. That Council establish a Facebook Ad account, to be used at the discretion of the SME to promote 
specific posts, and install Facebook Pixel at the ARS web site. 
 

9. That Council supports the SME to develop a weekly series based on personal profiles to boost 
engagement and increase relevancy among current and future membership. 
 

10. That Council supports the SME to actively seek original and relevant content by promoting 
opportunities for students to contribute articles to the ARS web site/social media with annual prizes 
to be won. 
 

11. That the SME aim to increase the posting frequency to Facebook to 5 days a week. 
 

12. That ARS host Internet forums on specific topics, moderated by the SME or a guest moderator, 
when opportunities arise. 
 

13. That ARS, through the SME, take steps to incorporate social media icons into email signatures and 
official stationery. 
 

14. That the SME use other social media platforms including LinkedIn, YouTube, and Instagram (for 
graphics) where appropriate.  
 

15.  That the SME keep abreast of changing trends in social media. 
 

Moved: Don Burnside Seconded: Dionne Walsh    Carried 
 

It was recommended that Council members and the Publications Committee read the article “Gen Y turns a 
blind eye to food and fibre production” https://www.nff.org.au/read/6225/gen-turns-blind-eye-food-fibre.html 
  

https://www.nff.org.au/read/6225/gen-turns-blind-eye-food-fibre.html
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B.  Range Management newsletter 
 

Motion: That Council accept and adopt the PC’s recommendations 1-8 as outlined in the “Revitalising the 
Range Management Newsletter” report (Hacker & Duckett) and listed below (with the addition to the 
second dot point under Recommendation 7) as the basis for development of the Range Management 
Newsletter. 
 

1. The name and format of the RMN remain unchanged; 
2. Titles of papers from biennial conferences should be published in RMN, with links to the articles on 

the web site; it is not necessary to include abstracts; 
3. Efforts should be made to attract ‘lay summaries’ (generally about one page, including pictures) of 

papers appearing The Rangeland Journal, setting out the practical implications of the work in lay 
language. 

4. Formal reciprocal arrangements should be established with a range of other newsletters to share 
content; 

5. Opinion pieces should be sought from appropriate individuals relating to topical rangeland issues, 
both nationally and internationally; 

6. The current policy of embargoing the current issue until the next issue is produced should be 
maintained; a pay-per-view option for the current issue is not recommended; 

7. The resources available to produce the RMN should, as required, be expanded to include 
 An Editorial Assistant (responsible for assisting to solicit lay summaries and monitoring of 

partner newsletters) 
 State correspondents (responsible for identifying topical issues and soliciting opinion pieces, 

in conjunction with the Editor) to be trialled for 12 months, then reviewed. 
 Input from Advisory Editors (who would be asked to perform a role equivalent to State 

correspondents at the international level) 
8. None of these additional positions should receive an honorarium but individuals should be 

recognized in an appropriate way (e.g. by having their names published in RMN and possibly 
provision of a CSIRO gift voucher or the like annually). 

 
Moved: Megan Munchenberg Seconded: Bob Shepherd   Carried 

 

Secretary to notify Ron Hacker, PC Chair, of ARS Council’s adoption of the recommendations for social 
media and the RMN. (Bob to action)  
 

C.  ARS Website 
 

ARS Council to keep a watching brief on our website designer ZymZen. 
 

D.  The Rangeland Journal 
 

The following points were discussed:- 
 ARS needs to commission papers to increase citation of TRJ articles 
 Leigh Hunt’s 2014 journal article “Principles and guidelines for managing cattle grazing in the 

grazing lands of northern Australia: stocking rates, pasture resting, prescribed fire, paddock size 
and water points – a review” was the most cited TRJ article in 2015.  

o A similar paper is needed on the management of the southern rangelands 
o Provide funds for a suitable person to write this paper 
o Include the paper in the special issue of TRJ on Total Grazing Pressure 
o This proposal is to be discussed at the next Publications Committee meeting and reported 

back to the  next ARS Council meeting (Don to action)  
 Other possible special issues of TRJ 

o Drought Management - contact details of suitable people who can contribute to this special 
issue to be given to Ron Hacker 

 Eg Jackie Wilcox at EcoSciences Precinct, Brisbane (Andrew Ash to action) 
 A person from NSW DPI (Cathy Waters to action) 

o Wambiana grazing trial (Qld) in 2020 with funding from MLA 
 The 5 spare copies of each edition of TRJ (including those held by Anabel Walsh) are to be re-

directed to the secretary. (Don to action) 



10 

 

7. General/New Business: 
 
a. Promotion at the Nairobi 2020 IRC/IGC of the ARS and Australia’s bid for IRC 2025 

There has been a joint booth promoting both TRJ/ARS and CSIRO Publishing which is staffed by 
people from both ARS (conference delegates) and CSIRO in the past. CSIRO has funds to promote 
TRJ including the cost of covering the Editor-in-Chief’s attendance at the IRCs. Provided Australia is 
successful with the bid to host IRC 2025, ARS Council will be keen to promote the congress in 
Nairobi. Details of the promotion are yet to be developed. Council to advise Ron Hacker of this 
decision. (Bob to action)   

b. Motions that were put and carried by email out-of-session:- 
 Sarah Mole - offer of appointment as Social Media Editor 
 Paul Novelly - three year extension as Editor-in-Chief of The Rangeland Journal. 

Both of these decisions were ratified by Council 
c. ARS Discussion paper (David Phelps) 

Discussion on:- 
 Biennial conference themes 
 Types of papers in RMN and TRJ (see points in the discussion from Publications Committee 

report section D.) 
   

8. Council meeting dates for 2019 

 
(Note: these dates are all Wednesdays) 
 February 20th   - general meeting 
 April 10th   - general meeting 
 May 22nd   - AGM & general meeting 
 July 17th   - general meeting 
 September   - Canberra conference ARS Council meeting – date to be announced 
 November 27th - general meeting 
 

9. Next meeting of Council:  
 

February 20th 2019 - 5.00pm (Qld time) 
 

10. Meeting close: 7.20pm 

LIST OF ACTIONS:- 

A. The RMN – Current list of other organisations that publish rangelands relevant material to be sent to 
Noelene Duckett. (Bob to action)   

B. 2025 IRC bid   
 Verify that Dana’s letter has gone out on social media. (Bob to action) 

 John Gavin is to be approached to be part of a panel to develop a bid to host the 2025 IRC. 
(David to action) 

C. Adelaide Convention Centre – a report on the possible convention centres for IRC 2025 to be 
circulated to ARS Council members. (David to action) 

D. International Year of Rangelands & Pastoralists – compile an ARS application for accreditation 
to contribute to the UN Environmental Assembly (UNEA) (Don to action) 

E. ARS awards  
 Additional comments on the draft guidelines for a new category of award for those who have 

given outstanding service to the rangelands to be provided to Don Burnside. (All Council 
members to action)  

 Guidelines to be finalised by the February ARS Council meeting. (Don to action) 
F. Paid ARS Life Membership – Comments from Council members included:- 

 A flatter subscription structure is needed for younger members 
 Subscriptions for paid life members could be handled on a case by case basis 
 It needs to be determined if the proposal is being developed for financial or membership 

reasons (or both) 
 A list of pros and cons is needed 
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 Highlight to members that the subscription is fully tax deductible 
 The option of automatic deduction to pay subscriptions could be an option 

 The guidelines are to be re-worked in light of the points above and reported back to Council by the 
2019 AGM (Don to action) 

G. ARS Conference Canberra 2019  
 Suggested breakeven registration numbers are to be sent to the Organising Committee 

(Don to action) 
H. Ecological Society of Australia  

 Contact Perpetua Turner University of Tasmania ARS to develop a proposal for ESA to 
hold a rangelands themed symposium. (Cathy to action) 

 Details of Melinda McHenry an ARS member at the University of Tasmania, to be sent to 
Cathy Waters. (Don to action) 

I. Underfunding of rangeland-based NRM groups  
 The draft letter has been re-written; David to send to Minister Littleproud (David to action)  
 Final copy to be sent to ARS council members (Bob to action) 

J. Secretary’s ARS email A/C – ARS Secretary emails to be redirected to Bob Shepherd’s home 
email account; this is still not happening. (Don to action) 

K. Social Media Editor - Heidi Wright is to be remunerated for an extra month. (David to action) 
L. Correct typo – Don Burnside’s name as seconder of the correspondence in minutes of meeting No. 

263 (Bob to action) 
M. Circulate report - “Broadening gap between agriculture & youth” (Ask ???? for copy or link to this 

the report.) (???? to action) 
N. Recommendations for social media and the RMN - Secretary to notify Ron Hacker, PC Chair, of 

ARS Council’s adoption of recommendations. (Bob to action) 
O. Commissioned paper Management of Southern Rangelands – a proposal is to be discussed at 

the next Publications Committee meeting and reported back to the  next ARS Council meeting (Don 
to action)  

P. TRJ Special Issue - Drought management - contact details of suitable people who can contribute 
to this special issue to be given to Ron Hacker 

 Eg Jackie Wilcox at EcoSciences Precinct, Brisbane (Andrew Ash to action) 
 A person from NSW DPI (Cathy Waters to action) 

Q. Spare copies of each edition of TRJ - (including those held by Anabel Walsh) are to be re-
directed to the secretary. (Don to action) 

R. Promotion at the Nairobi IRC/IGC of the ARS and Australia’s bid for IRC 2025 - Provided 
Australia is successful with the bid to host IRC 2025, ARS Council will be keen to promote the 
congress in Nairobi. Details of the promotion are yet to be developed. Council to advise Ron Hacker 
of this decision. (Bob to action)   
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Appendix 1. 
 
ARS Correspondence 12th September to 20th November 2018. 
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